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AWEI GHTS AND BIEASURE
THE FOUNDATION OF CO MMERCE IN AGLOBALE CONOMY 0
Governor Minner proclaims March 1 1 7, 2008 as Weights and Measures Week

In recognition of the 208anniversary of the first weights and measures lawsteddy the Congress of the

United States on March 2, 1799, GRUJTH ANN MINNER has proclaimed March-7, 2007, as Weights and
Measures Week. The theme of the week is fAWeights an
Economy. o

Congresswasgien t he power to Afi x weheAtktlesof Canfederatoeand ur es s
Article 8 of the Constitution and the first federal weights and measures law was passed when President John
Adams signed it into law on March 2, 1799

Steve ConnorsDelaware Department of Agricultuseai d A The Wei ghts and Measur ec
part in the vitality of the global economy and our system of commerce by providing equity in the marketplace and

thus protecting the Hecaddeoter A&mdr yhei méezehaandodoever
financial stake in selling so that all transactions

AThe r e DELAWARE are pyotected by the Weights and Measures official regardless if he & s

purchasing five gallons of milk, 5 gallons of gasoline, a ton of gravel or anything that is sold by weight, volume,
measure or count. The official sees that the consun
over50% ofanaverag f ami | yés income being spent on items sol
good feeling to know that weights and measures officials are testing these items for accuracy. Owners of devices
are protected from losses in business because afsmetibn of one per cent error can give away thousands of

dollars worth of products and profits. Should the weights and measures official finds a device not in compliance,
they will reject the devices until they have been serviced and have retesteatuacy.

However, state and local weights and measures officials cannot be present at every transaction. The buying public
has definite responsibilities and should insist on good merchandising practices. Cooperation of this kind should
resultinconsidea bl e savings to buyers and wil|l give suppor:
to the poundd as the policy of their trade.

To advance a healthy business and consumer climate through fair and equitable weights and measures standards,
NCWM ensures uniformity, consistency and fairness in the marketplace. With more than 2,400 weights and
measures regulatory professionals, it sets standards and enforces uniform procedures to verify weight, volume,
length or count, ensuring that consunmgesthe quantity that they pay for, and that businesses sell the quantity

that they intend and advertise.
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